
Fortunate Is the Orchid Hunter Who Emerges from Hie Jungle Alive
George L Freeman, After Many Thrilling Escapes, Will Again

Explore the Heart of South America to Augment the

Wonderful Collection of a Philadelphia Enthusiast.

NOT content with possessing th

finest collection of orchids I

America, if not In the world. Mr

George B. Wilson, of Philadelphia. Is plan
Ding to send an expedition to South Amei

IS search for rare specimens that hav

eluded the vigilance of the hunters In th

pa-t Mis Wilson has already expende
. ¦O in the pursuit of her lifelon

hobby, hut ofchldist*, like other wealth

collectors can never reach the goal c

ambition. While there are rare sped
men« to be had for the searching, ther

Will ¦-. s «Willing to finance exped1
tloni of reckless men who penetrate t

the heart of a poisonous wilderness, fo
treasures.

With the collection already under glas
at her rapacious greenhouses In rhlladd
phis, Mrs Wilson has an orchid varlet

that Is the envy and wonder of enthusiast
worlil over, and lovers of this rar

flower come from all countries to examine
and admire the specimens.

1'nllke some orchid collectors, who ari

content to cultivate a few plants with ¡

View to obtaining 1 looms for decoratlv.
purposes. Mr?. Wilson has always aime«

to secure as many unique and hlthert«
unknown specimens ns possible. With thl
object in view she equips expeditions t«

OCOur the orchid countries and bring t<

her Philadelphia greenhouses as man)

rare varieties as can be found. She hat
commissioned Eugene Andre, of Trinidad
to search the forests of Brasil and Venez
tiela for plants, and las for years sup

ported private xpedltlons tinder the lead
ershlp of Georee Barrault, an Intrepl«
Frenchman, formerly in the employ ol
Tîaron "Rothschild.
With stich enthusiastic research It ll

not to be wondered at that Mrs. Wilsoi
has a collection second to none In th<
country. She has acquired as mai y a«

twenty thousand specimens. For one o

she recently refused an offer of 12,000
When the collection of Brastus Corning
<*>f Albany. X. Y was sold at auction aftei
his death. Mrs. Wilson purchased foui
thousand of the most valuable specimens
As this collection had < ost Mr. «ornint
something like $50o.00fl to accumulate and
had taken thirty years in the gathering,
the value of the entire collection in Phila¬
delphia mly be Imagined.
Krom the Corning collection .Mrs v.

secured the tr-snderful Vanda Tricolor,
Vanda filgantica and Vanda Bethmania
three specimens more than a hundred
xi m old. The QHgantlcs is known to be
more than one hundred and fifty years old.
The plants are priceless In the estimation
Of tiie present owner. They are the tallest
and :..!.-< ,.,-,, Bu

or great white moth orchid, called the
"Harrletta." It Is the only example of this

hybrid plant in existence, and is priceless.
There is also a large collection of the Ka--*t
Inc.Ia Vanda orchid. One pink bloom,

known as the "Louie," Is very rare and dif¬
ficult to Import, as it Is found only in the
Jungles in the Interior of the country.

Not th« imst Interesting feature of orchid
I collecting is the mesna adopted to obtain
thés« rare apeclmena. There are few
strancer ways of getting a living than by
wrestling these plants from the unwholc-
some, regions In which they grow, (»ne of the
famous hunters of this country Is George
I,. Freeman. He la aboul to hea«l an expedi¬
tion foi Mrs. Wilson Into the Interior of
South America, and this ator] would not

be (omplete without some Incidents of his

past exploits in the orchid country. He
has been in the trópica since he was h bey
of fourteen, and has suffered many hard«
ships during his lifelong devotion to the
¡woik of huntim: the coveted plants.

He has made his way along the Orinoco
and the Multa rivera and in the mountain
country of Colombia. Venezuela and Brasil
has penetrated regions never before vletted
by a white man. 11.- has foughl off wl li
tribes of Indians and h.is reached civilisa¬
tion almost the sole aurvlvor of Ih«pc ex-

Ipedltlons. He rharacterlaea orchid hunt*

(brilliant, but they don't last. I make forj¬

an altitude of between 6.000 and 10,000
feet I And it by taking the temperature,
for orchid country does not vary six <le-

grees in the year. We pi« k out a promis¬
ing looking ravine and skirt the elopes on

¡lie came level, p-.-atherlnir plant» as **'«** »«-*.

them. There is no one place where they
,-row sometimes we get them In the densest

und« rhrush and .., .tin out on the bare rocks
in the »un. Orchlda always differ with lo-i

MRS. WILSON'S CYPRIPEDIUMS.
Seme of the plants in this group are worth $5,000 each.

belrg more than seven and a half feet tall.
The value of such plants as these may

be better appreciated when It Is known
that an orchid takes about two years to
appear above the mould as a tiny leaf,
half an Inch high, and does not acquire the
growth of three Inches under five years,
and frequently does not flower until It Is
twenty years old. An orchid blooms only
once a year. It may throw out two flow-
era or a cluster of delicately traced blos¬
soms, which remain bright and fresh for
a month or six weeks.
One little bifurcated branch of white

flowers grown on a DendroMum phal.enop-
sls album plant Is valued at $500. It is a
freak, the purple flowering plant of the
Same species being worth little intrinsically.
Blngle specimens of the exquisite white
and yellow Cyprlpedlum from India are
valued at $1,000 each. The largest Alns-
worth calorum of the «"ypripedium family
is owned by Mrs. Wilson, and is valued at
$10,000.
A rare plant that bears an interesting his¬

tory Is the Cyprlpedlum Falrrielnum. Many
yeara ago this wonderful orchid was dis¬
covered by an English collector In India. He
brought four of the plants to England, and
they caused a sensation there among col¬
lectors. The finder waa urged to tell where
be had discovered this beautiful orchid,
but no Inducement could make him betray
the hiding place of the treasure. All four
of the plants he had brought to England
died, but the discoverer kept his secret,
always intending to go back to India and
gather more specimens. Death intervened
and the secret of the hiding place of the
rare orchid was lost. For more than forty
years the search for the plant was kept
up assiduously, orchid hunters examining
every nook and corner of the country where
specimens might be lurking. No one found
a single specimen. At last a prize of a
thousand pounds ($6,000) was offered by
English hortlculturallsts to any person wh-j
might redlacover the variety. Under the
stimulus of this reward the waning energies
of the hunters became galvanized into re¬
newed activity, and at last, about six years
ago, a collector won the prize, finding the
plant In the interior of India, near th«
Burmese border. There are only two speci¬
mens in this country. They are priceless.
Mrs. Wilson has refused enormous sumí
for her plant
The collection of Mexican L-aella orchidi

owned by Mrs. Wilson Is probably the finest
in the world. These blooms are of whlu
waxy radiance, growing In clusters on loni
arching spike.« or stems. One greenhous«
contains a complete collection of purpl«
Mexican L-aella. In one of the East Indlat
houses Is a specimen of the Phahenopsla

THE FAMOUS "LOST ORCHID." REFOUND WHEN TIBET WAS FORCED
OPEN.

Ins aa akin to th« search of the explorer for
gold. The same hope buoya the hunter up
In th« iace of almost Insurmountable dlffl-
cultlee, and, a<x*ording to Freeman, a like
reward awaita auccess in thla novel field
of treasure hunting. Here is Freeman's
story of some of his adventures
"It la only up in the mountalna that we

get valuable planta. The tropical oner» are

call t y, too, and It is variation that we aeek.
"If the person who admlrea thee« plants

In a greenhouse only knew what It coata to
get them ! Generally we pack them four or
five daya on our backs to a mule trail
rendezvous and there shift them to the pack
animals A man carrits aeventy-flve pounds
of plants, or about five hundred. We have
to cut out our wooden caaes by hand with

MRS. WILSON'S RESIDENCE AND ORCHID HOUSES IN PHILADELPHIA.

»a« *i or machetes and c-arry nails for them I
all the way from the coast. We have to
hustle back, for on th«« lower levels we lose
plants fast. If we miss the ship It's all
over.

"It 1.« not too much lo as** that the
chances nre against your coming back alive.
Blrlrnaai or aoddaul will t»-'t you airen if
you know the ways of the land and how
to take care of yourstlf. Many a time I
gave myself up for lost. The Indiana aro

friendly If you make It piala that you are

better armed, but I have had plenty of
fighting to do. They are not afraid of a

shotgun: they can outshoot that with their
bows and arrows, but the whistle of a rifle
bullet will start them running every time.
An Indian can put an arrow through a hat
a block awiiv In a aecond, and a hit means
certain death, because tlje arrows are tipped
with poison.
"Once I was up In the mountains with

one boy and three mules, and on old man
told me that the Indians from down In the
Orinoco country were up In arma and raid-

lug the seml-dvlllred people !n tin soith.
Just where T had to go. I turned aride und
maíle for the QSSSt alo-v,- the rher lnrtca.1
Two days I carried my riflo arrasa the
I« mmel, and then I thought I ¦.<'. out of

and hung It on ft pack :; uh
"i was riding over the rolling *-ava*.ni!.

pear the bank In front of the boy and the
muh*»' Suddenly a shearer of aiTOwi passed
me. The Indians had been Been by th«
hoy. who hi«! turned the mules and ran
for It. The arrows were meant for him-
There ensued an Interesting chase. I was
after the boy and the rifle; the Indians
were after us all. The arrows continued
to fly. and one scratch would have been
enough to settle us. However, It Is no
easier to shoot an arrow accurately while
running st full speed than It la to fire a

rifle under the samo conditions, and none
lof the arrows hit us. I yelled at the SO]
to stop, but he only ran the faster. Eucklly.

11 was on a better mule than he was, and
¡at last ran him down. I got the rifle and
pumped as many shota as I could In the

. dire« t f the Indlai My rifle and bul-
I« '¦¦. !i !*:". i : mor ti-
ni rows did me. and at I .de Off.
Il area rev« ral da) befa . r that
expel

"I fought ¦' "it \». ,:'i

th. m ...... ';¦ er? «

lllic-al tioi I the mr. lea
v.- o- ..ni in .-il the upper country. I hid

t iff !.. one of native
canoes, raUitr than make t.*- trip ov«H*«
i..i ii.

hut Just nick a pele in the mud an«l tie
up to it.
"One day a fello.v popped his bead iiho-e

the grass on the lank and called to m» to

come In; he «anted to trade, he said, ami
he waved a Jaguar skin. I answsrsi that
I could not come In, but would he at a

town ten mile- MloW on the next **a*f, Hd
.1 ..i me 'n choice native dialect, end at

the tame instant «me of -my boys cried out

and pointed 10 a war canoe coming around
a turn In the river. All the boyo In the
boat dropped to the bottom, completely
covering my rifle, so that I could not get
at It. Then the arrows began to fly. and
It seemed an age before I got «told of that
gun. 1 aimed at the boat, and the first
shot tore a hole In the frail cr-ift. and It
began to fill and sink. The natives made
f«>r the shore, and, free from the necessity
of dodging arrows. I plugged -several of
th»m in the water.
"Seme of the minor incidents 1 can recall

¡ere that I have gone over the head of a

mule four times In a day, swum in a flood-

e«i ri-, er s;d -ut away baggage frem the
-, |ea to -a».* tli» in. and reel both hag-

gaga and malea I'va ie<n -dck aa death
it». If .1 thauaaai miles from any white

man. and lave been my own surgeon and
do. tor.

"Kyerythlng ther,« is pnisonous--lr liens,
»nd Insects. When you take the,

trail in the morning, and the ground I»

a| II wel from the night mists, the snakes

hang dawn from the trees. It looks a*

mouths gape a foot wide In

,.,,. f, There'l BO small snake there
,rt polaonous, Tou have to look

sharp la ><'."' etothae for insect-» One

ant, as big aa a bumblebee, has a

stln|; o foi day or more.

Nature is brilliant t -«.¦.** .»»*. ^'iou*. too.

\ trip iftet onhid- la enough adventure

tor any man. but i auppeee I have tone
threugh no aautb than any other orchid

hunter."
_

IN PRAISE OF MODESTY.
Reginald i" Kavau KM at a "'».'¦.' J11

,..«,..... , ,,-.,,, nary la i-.a.se of mad*

"5 «sue of tourieta.*' he eaM. ..aBtOse

«sStäffsrSißSÄTu JS at Mi ." -.». - ^ °.

"UU :,n the |W h.d hn.shed she arose

,.,.1 said to thoold earataher
*--, .tippoM loti of famoui mi»l.*lan*

bSV.llaXhS.WiP««»». on this instru- -

""'¦well. ,n,»s,' .he caretaker angwered
eravely T^browski was here lastJ£B*\Z mV Men* .reed him to play, but he

shook Ma I'«'*"» i*"*1 Ba*'!:
.

.*»;,,, i am Bbt worthy.
¦

CELESTIAL INGENUITY.

Mea." «-aid a diplomat at a dinner m*ai«

in'T Wu he continued, "used to tell

me many Illuminating anecdote, «bouMh
Chines.« character. I remember one aoo

"Tn.lnaman. «he anecdote ran. found

hi. wife lying dead In a field one morning.
a tiger had killed her. .n-cured
-The Chinaman .Jjj^ fi^S

some arsenic, and, returning

¡aprlnk.ed It over the corjj^ «^ My
»The next day the tiger » fl

§oM

bi -."Syr1 he =
Lblo to buy a^unger wife-

SCOTLAND'S IDOL.
e aha« laambs told at a dinner

A member of the -***m°"

ta New York *^\^snmmn." he said.

£,Scotchman and an ¡^ ^ ^^
"stood side by aioe procession.
,., the paa.ajeJ » re'lgl P

^^
««The beotenman ».»,.. went by

Aft rema* nîghly uncomplimentary

"The Irishman ioos.ru

.**d: at..*'. ,-er verdict 1» .*.'
¦"Hoot, mon, «o that« ^^^^fí*

Then I .ay to hall with Harry UU«


